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Guardian Angels for their elderly parents. Probably no one dares to judge such people of egoism
and a lack of dedication; no one will dare to condemn them for not having married.

Finally, the very fast changes of conditions in society demand a constantly greater number
of intelligent and religious girls to undertake community work, educational and philanthropic work
which married women cannot undertake and cannot and are not able to fulfill, However, if the
single celibate state is joined with a certain sacrifice, with a certain dedication of one’s personal
happiness, then it will not be too difficult to attain such dedication when there are no certain
guarantees that their married life would be normally happy and not a purgatory or hell. It is not
worth buying momentary and passing happiness at such a high price. It is a very heavy cross to live
with a person who knows how to kiss a woman’s hands and politely fall at her feet but whose
spiritual worth is miserable and his sense of religion is even more miserable.

In England, at one time there was a discussion about happiness in marriage based on the
statistics of marriages and divorces. From all of the given statistics, it showed that the happiest
were those who married after a longer period of engagement. Therefore, whoever wants to avoid a
painful disillusionment, after an engagement should not rush into the paradise of marriage but
should endeavor to get to know this dear person very well with whom he/she wants to stand on the
wedding carpet. It is only in this way that he/she can become certain that instead of paradise,
he/she may be headed to a very hot hell.

Above all, one must remember that only reckless people buy a pig in a poke even if the poke
looks most alluring. However, if the engaged couple are anxious to get married, not every couple
succeeds in waiting patiently during a few years of engagement, let them at least benefit from the
experience of others.

The best wives are women from big families, that is women who have many brothers and
sisters. That’s not hard to understand. In families where there are many children, the daughters are
not as spoiled and empty as an only daughter who often considers her every whim as the highest
law.

There are exceptions, perhaps even quite often, that a prudent young man who has his eye
on an only child, especially a girl who has some money, will double his caution and get to know her
very well before he ties himself to her for life. The time of preparation for marriage is the time or
the period of engagement which flows from the engagement.

What is an engagement? It is a free promise made by two free individuals of the opposite
sex that they will enter into marriage with one another. For the engagement to be valid, it is
necessary that the promise be given and accepted by both parties.

There is no engagement if one party forces the other to promise while this other remains
silent, does not give any consent and all the more so if this party clearly protests. There is no
engagement if the consent was received through trickery or through physical or moral force. The
time of engagement is mainly for the purpose of having the young couple get to know each other
better as far as their dispositions, their likes and their character so that each of them could be
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convinced that he/she will find happiness in this intended marriage and then before the marriage,
they each can conform their own character and liking to the character of their partner.

During the time of engagement, they should also finally reveal whether some sort of legal,
moral, health or material difficulty stands in the way of their marriage. Finally, and certainly no less
important although this part is too often forgotten, the time of engagement is a certain type of
novitiate, or a time of spiritual preparation before assuming the difficult obligations of the married
state, by taking part in divine services and novenas and frequent reception of the sacraments of
Penance and Holy Eucharist.

Long ago, there were no church regulations concerning the form of engagement. Every
promise, as long as it was voluntary on both sides led to the same legal and moral effects. However,
several problems resulted from this. The young couple were exchanging promises in very improper
circumstances, for example, furtively, away from parents, during some kind of excitement during
music and dancing, often under moral pressure or threats. Due to such circumstances various
doubts arose as to whether promises so given and under such circumstances were really binding.
These gave rise to many tragic happenings, quarrels between the parents of the engaged couple,
lawsuits for not keeping one’s word and various scandalous incidents.

According to the new law of the Church, there are two forms for engagement. The first is the
church engagement; the couple that is getting engaged makes the proper declaration in the
presence of their own pastor and verify their promise with their own hand written signatures. By
such engagements, it is customary for a prayer to be said and the engagement ring is blessed.

There is another form, a public engagement although it is not church related; it is contracted
in the presence of two witnesses and is also confirmed by the signatures of both parties and
witnesses.

Even though the Church has established these two forms for engagement, the Church does
not forbid contracting an engagement privately and only verbally, nevertheless the Church desires,
in order to avoid many difficulties and misunderstandings to have engagements in one of the
written forms. It is only to such engagements that it grants its sanction and only such that it takes
into account. For that reason, according to Church tribunals, private engagements cannot serve as a
basis for any Church process against the side that is backing out.

Instead of stating all of the laws and duties of engaged couples, I offer you advice taken from
the books of wise men. Listen: “Eighteen points of advice for young people who stand on the
threshold of life”

1. Live piously as befits a practicing Catholic

2. Pray and ask God to show you whom He has chosen for your life companion. Our forefathers
did this and that’s why they used to say: Your death and your wife are destined for you by God.

3. As long as you cannot yet marry, don’t get involved in any intimacy with anyone.
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4. Before you develop a closer friendship with anyone, find out and ask about what kind of
person he/she is. How do they behave? How were they brought up?

5. Never allow yourself to grow close to someone who is divorced. These are dangerous people.

6. When you are seriously considering marriage, lock out of your thoughts and intentions
persons of other faiths and also who are Catholic in name only. Neither is an atheist, nor a
dissolute person, nor a drunkard fit to be your husband just as a profligate woman should never
be your wife.

7. Beware of flatterers who marvel at everything about you.

8. Give your hand only to such a person whom you know to be a good Catholic; seek a wife who
is pious, honest and conscientious.

9. Look for someone who is from your own state in life.
10. Before you take your final step, seek the advice of your parents and your confessor.
11. Never make a final decision for your life while at play, at a dance or while drinking.

12. If you have decided on someone definitely, then court that person openly in a Christian
manner.

13. Being engaged, behave yourself worthily and honorably. Remember that certain loose
behavior before marriage diverts God’s blessing from married life and from one’s future family.

14. Be sincere towards your future partner. Don’t pretend and don’t be an actor or actress.

15. Be very aware as to whether your possessions or your money is more pleasing to your
partner than you are.

16. If you are pretty certain that your married life is going to be crippled, that it might be
unhappy, then give up the intention of getting married while there is still time.

17. Choose a poor but hard working man for your husband instead of an idler, or a wealthy lazy
person who spends his nights playing cards and drinking. Rather choose a simple moral person
than an educated, playful modernist. Rather a thrifty husband instead of an extravagant
spendthrift. Rather a kind husband rather than an elegant one, as they used to say, one from the
royal kennel. Rather a husband who is a sober working man than a drunken professor. Rather a
husband who is a believer and religious than one who is an atheist. Rather a peaceful person for
a husband who says little but works a lot — rather than a brawler, a swaggerer, a conceited
person. Rather a compatriot rather than an unknown other nationality.

18. Don’t hurry too much with the wedding, because remember what is done abruptly is done by the
devil; but also, don’t postpone the wedding for your old age, but get married only then when you see
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that you have a vocation to the married state and that God demands that dedication from you. Then,
enter into marriage with God’s blessing which you will receive in church.

“Listen to me,” said the Archangel Gabriel to Tobias, “and | will show you over whom the devil
has power. It is over those who enter into marriage in such a way that they expel God from themselves
and from their hearts and they do as much for their pleasure as a horse and a mule who have no
intelligence. It is over such that the devil has power.”
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March 9, 1952
1 greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

It is a sensible and wise practice that in choosing one’s state in life it is important to pray,
watch, ask for advice and be guided by the purest motives. Ask for advice from whom? Very rarely
does God reveal His will clearly and directly, because He wants man to turn humbly to those whom
He gives us as leaders and guides.

Such leaders and guides are parents, educators and confessors. It seems that God is saying
to the young people: “There they shall tell you what you must do.”

It is true that no one has the right and no one can force a young person into this or some
other state of life. The Church even clearly limits the interference of parents when it forbids their
forcing a daughter or a son into marriage or into a convent or monastery but, that doesn’t exclude
the fact that their son or daughter should seek advice from them especially when it concerns such
an important matter. Maybe this seems old fashioned and totally disagreeable with American
customs but, in spite of that it is highly recommended by authoritative people especially by Catholic
moralists.

Unfortunately, many young people, especially marriageable young girls don’t consider this
or make very little of it. One is drawn to the altar by a blind, sensual love that is not ennobled by
anything; a second girl is driven by external looks, the shrewdness, charm, gracefulness and the
forced politeness of her suitor; a third girl is enticed by pulling away from her obedience to her
parents, for she is under the general impression of all young people and modern Americans that
everything is permitted for a young married woman; a fourth girl is lured by a material outlook of a
comfortable, independent future; a fifth girl is sped to the altar by a feverish desire of gaining a
certain prominent position in the elite company of social upstarts where she will dominate and
impress ordinary mortals.

Which of these is choosing the married state as a vocation for God, for her own personal
salvation? On the surface and in all of their intentions, they have everything personal, self-loving
and only concerned about themselves; which of such brides is thinking about that which is the most
important, about the duties of a wife and mother?

Which of them takes into account and considers before God whether she possesses all the
moral and physical qualities and strengths to fulfill theses duties, to manage them and do justice to
them? and through them, to sanctify herself, to draw closer to God and to live in union with Him?
Only those who enter the married state conscious that married life is a sacrifice, is difficult and is a
cross and out of love for God they desire to dedicate themselves to serve their husband and children
and to make them happy. Only such can trust that they have a calling to the married state from God
and they can safely enter into this state.

Those who are getting married out of selfish reasons or in order to acquire material
benefits, let them be aware that sooner or later their marital edifice will fall apart and will bury
them in its ruins. Such events happen on a daily basis. Here are a few sentences from a letter
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written by a modern teenager: “I am seventeen years old and I have parents who have European
views on the life of American youth. I want to become engaged to a student in our high school. He
has very wealthy parents and can give me much more than my old-fashioned parents who do not
want to allow me to do anything. Our parents do not understand us at all. In America there is no
difference in religion or in nationalities. We, young people have a right to our own personal life.”

I stop here at this senseless, illogical argument of a bold and inexperienced girl and I move
to the topic of today’s talk:

ON THE ROAD TO CANA OF GALILEE

Almost every nation has proverbs which stress that friendship can only exist between
equals, or as Aristotle wrote - “Like is happy to be with like and equals choose an equal.” We must
literally say the same thing about married love, because there is no true love without a sincere and
deep friendship. Where friendship is lacking, there love limps and is defective. Feelings of
superiority, in whatever manner, has one side showing disdain to the side of the other person.
Feelings of inferiority are humiliating and cause timidity and mist rust from which a complex of
nerves is born. Meanwhile, there is a lack of that necessary harmony of a mutual agreement in their
opinions of marriage. Then, there is a lack of that necessary harmony, of that mutual adjustment in
their views on marriage. Then, souls do not understand one another. Such a marriage may look
arch-romantic, it may appeal to the imagination of the naive, impressionable and inexperienced
young girl, but, such marriages seldom endure, as they end either in a separation or in a divorce.

A healthy mind tells us that in the choice of a husband, one must carefully take note that
between him and his wife there should not be any great and striking differences. I now again refer
to the instructions of Catholic scholars. This is what they write: “In the first place, there should not
be a notable difference in their ages. Nature itself dictates that there should be a relationship as to
the age of these partners.

A woman matures physically earlier than a man, by a few years, but she also loses her youth
and gracefulness a few years sooner than a man. This physiological and biological fact seems to
indicate that the most proper marriage is when the husband is a few years older than the wife. If a
woman reaches her full physical development when she is about 21 years of age, a man reaches his
full development between the ages of 24 or 25. This then is the time, as though chosen by nature
itself, for couples to marry.”

Entering into marriage with a person considerably older than oneself does not predict much
good. How can one expect true love in a couple where the difference in their ages indicates that this
is a father and daughter and not a husband and wife?

As a result, an older man will demand of his young wife a lot of respect, often a kind of
servile respect which does not agree with her position and dignity of a wife. Besides this a young
girl, by marrying an old suitor or widower, exposes herself to a bit earlier widowhood. Experience
teaches that in such pairs who are unmatched in age, their progeny suffer a great deal. The
difference in the age of the blood of the parents is unfavorable to the prowess of their children; they
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often come into the world very weak and die very soon. If they live, they are exposed to an earlier
loss of a father, which again is not an indifferent thing in their upbringing.

Here I allow myself to bring up two types of a woman’s marriage which awaken a moral
disgust and a shocking aversion.

Such is the conduct of those girls who without any true love, enter into marriage with men
considerably older than themselves for the sake of business, money and fortune. They actually sell
themselves to old and sometimes already decrepit, senile and childish old men, counting on their
speedy death and their own reception of their inheritance with which they can easily find a younger
husband. There probably is no greater ill usage of one’s personal dignity and the sanctity of
marriage.

A second type which is no less despicable and no less disgusting is the conduct of older
women who go out to marry men who are significantly younger than they are. Such love often has in
itself something crazy which the doctors call pathological.

A woman, going after a young shaver, a whippersnapper, a teenager, a juvenile to whom she
could be a mother and from whom greater respect should be given due to her age, belittles herself
by becoming his wife. Marriage cannot give happiness to such a hump-backed, uneven pair. The life
of the young shaver with a considerably older woman will quickly awaken in this young person
feelings of repugnance, disgust and loathing. It usually ends up with betrayal, treachery and break-
up.

Such a woman usually covers herself by making herself ridiculous and exposes herself to
jeers, gibes and a variety of mean remarks and she loses the respect of people who think in a matter
of fact and healthy way. I am omitting the difference concerning origin and race not only because
Christian teachings announced the basic equality of all people, but here in the United States all
worldly titles, coat-of-arms and all ancestral papers are really just scraps of paper nothing more.
Despite the fact that the elite Anglo-Saxon insists that in her veins there flows a brilliant white and
not a red blood, we know that they are a tribe of pirates, robbers on the sea and such.

What about the inequality of fortune? It is true that when it concerns the mutuality of heart
s, material concerns should stay on the last level. However, this cannot be overlooked. Only a
frivolous, air-head and reckless young man will marry even if he is unable to assure his wife of a
decent livelihood, either because of his possessions or due to his work.

A young girl shows herself to be no less reckless if she marries without having any suitable
existence in view. This doesn’t only refer to her, but to their children to whom they must provide a
decent upbringing and some sort of assurance of a continuation of life. Therefore, prudence and
circumspection are not only suggested, but they are absolutely necessary.

Itis not goed if between the husband’s side and the wife’s side there is a considerable
difference in ownership of property. A poor girl who marries a rich man runs the risk of being too
dependent upon him especially when their first passionate feelings cool and cold calculations take
the place of their bursts of passion, will such a husband use every opportunity to let his poorer wife
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know that he granted her an enormous grace by giving her not only his name but also the very shirt
which she now wears?

To make a good match and to catch an upstart, a girl must always pay with bitter
humiliations and a slave’s servility. This is selling oneself for a cheap price. The ideal marriage is
one in which the wife is not indebted to her husband for anything, where love and only love and not
money maintains them; a marriage where each side contributes more or less equally to the
common good, to the common wealth.

Prudence demands that the entire material side be carefully explained before the
engagement in order to avoid any possible misunderstandings or disillusionments. A wise woman,
when she, from one side does not want to marry a person to whom she would be totally responsible
financially, so much the less, she will not commit herself so that she would be totally dependent on
the grace of her husband.

There should not be a noticeable difference in the intelligence and education between the
husband and wife. There should exist some common level of general education which would enable
them to find interest in the same subjects and questions. The difference between the mental level of
the father and the mother is reflected in their children.

I already see now that some of my listeners sitting by the radio, are shaking their head and
saying: “All of this is lofty and ideal but, where do you find such a person? Today, where does one
seek someone of a deep faith and profound morality in this competition, when religious convictions
barely smolder invisibly and morals are dying? If I live according to these directions and advice, 1
will never meet such a suitor and I will remain by the chimney.”

Tough! I understand that this advice will find few takers. These directions will be laughed at and
thrown out. I know, for example, that we have both men and women who believe and insist that we
must keep silent, we must overlook and we are not permitted to mention the negative sides, the
shortcomings, the faults, the pranks and the abuses committed by male youths especially in the
presence of young girls.

This is to be done under the pretext in order not to offend their feelings, in order not to
block out, not to make gloomy their rosy outlook on people and the world, in order not to poison
the spring of their life. This principle is false, just as false as the theory that there is no need to call
the fire department until the house burns down.

These people also lower the ideal of marriage because then the girls don’t know what
marriage should be like. They just see marriage as itis presented in periodicals, magazines, in
theaters, on the radio and in videos.

The ideal is noble, sublime and divine. The reality is gray, tarnished, gross, and repulsive.
Often, the parents of the girl who is to be married, even though their own life experience helped
them to detect in this suitor many deficiencies and short comings, especially concerning morality
and religion which often are not only inconspicuous but are directly and carefully hidden from their
daughter.
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Even when the daughter herself is more severe and more critical in her demands, her
parents blame her, reproaching her for being too fastidious, that she demands too much and aims
too high. They not only advise but they demand that she soberly and practically look at life. They
insist that one must take life as it is.

A good match is everything that gives money, position, respect and influence. The rest
means nothing it is worthless and does not enter into consideration; the one and only purpose, the
most important purpose, to give one’s daughter away in marriage, and what happens later? What
will be her lot? For the time being, the parents do not worry about that.

Is such behavior of Mom and Dad rightful, intelligent and just? This deserves a public
censure or condemnation. It is cruelty shown towards their daughter. For despite lowering the
ideal of Christian marriage and carefully concealing all of the disagreeable, dark and low side of her
husband’s life, most young women, shortly after the wedding, notice how mercilessly her life has
been broken by covering up before her the unfavorable sides of her now present husband.

Some of these women, despite the fact that they are frivolous and thoughtless, feel a deep
and rightful grief towards those who should have warned her and thoughtlessly or deliberately
didn’t do it. Unfortunately, it is too late and many girls come to the conclusion that she would be a
hundred times more fortunate if she would have renounced marriage instead of marrying a person
with so many and such faults.

Parents who sincerely care about the happiness of their daughter will save their young
inexperienced girl a similar disillusion and belated sorrow and regret by telling her in detail
everything that awaits her, if she so blindly and recklessly marries.

If she doesn’t listen to their warnings, if she disregards the admonitions of her parents,
because today there is no lack of arrogant and conceited daughters who imagine that they know
everything better than their parents, then it is difficult. But, at least, that kind of a girl will not be
able to complain about her parents, that they didn’t warn her or that they led her into such a
mistake - The way she made her bed, that’s the way she must sleep in it.

Furthermore, getting married is not something so unconditional and so necessary, that for
it, a girl must expose herself to an unhappy, sad and mournful life. A vocation to marriage is not any
kind of obligation for every person without exception, not is it a physical obligation.

Neither is marriage the one and only goal of a woman so that it would be worth sacrificing
everything for it including her entire future. We know that in instituting the sacrament of
Matrimony, God had in mind not so much the personal happiness of individuals, but rather the
general need of the entire human race. Marriage is above all else a community function. Its purpose
of maintaining life on earth will be sufficiently and responsibly reached even though many men and
many girls remain celibate. The times are long gone when people used to look indulgently and with
a certain pity on so called old maids as though it was something not only funny and odd, but even
shameful. Christian teaching about voluntary maidenhood, about dedicated and consecrated
virginity has finally pierced the hard heads of people and changed their attitude. Finally, let’s only
take the examples of older maidens and older bachelors who were and are the supports and




